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Towards a Carbon Neutral Exeter - Barriers identified in the
workshop

Workshop date: 5th February 2020

Introduction

This document summarises the barriers as identified by the assembled group in response to
the question “If Exeter is to be carbon-neutral by 2030 what political and policy challenges
will we need to overcome?

A list of attendees is provided at the end of this document. Insights from these barriers will
be included in the Net Zero Exeter Plan to be delivered in early April 2020.

Mobility
Mobility Barrier Statements

These are the agreed set of barriers following individual brainstorms (see post-it transcripts)
and group discussion. The formal template not completed by the group.

e Fear of how councillors tell constituents difficult messages about removing parking,
charging for car journeys and reallocating road space for walking and cycling.

e Need to be talking openly about the difficult things that we are going to need to be
doing.

e Fear that citizens might have about this. “Too difficult”, “Too hard”
e Don’t have an ambitious transport strategy yet that's fit for a net-zero future.

e Planning system doesn't serve us well, with Exeter having limited ability to control
development in the city. Should our planners be more muscular in insisting that
transport policies are adhered to in new applications.
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Minds are not yet thinking big and bold and ambitious enough. Incremental still
appears to be the mindset in the Highway Authority. Some councillors appear to think
we are doing quite well actually.

Needs bold leadership from our leaders.

We are not sure whether the county councillors actually appreciate the scale of the
emergency. The city-county local government structure does not serve us well for
solving Exeter’s transport challenges. Nor does the party political tension between
Exeter and Devon.

Mobility Post-It Transcripts

People thinking they know when they don't

Lack of cheap and reliable public transport

Local authority lack devolved power and finance to control transport issues
Local plan not fit for purpose

Appeals go to ministers unconnected with local ambitions

Planning still promotes the car

Lack of willingness to progress workplace parking levy - to invest in sustainable
workforce travel, why is this different from BID?

Lack of flexibility of use of finance for highways

People travelling to work or school - not enough local opportunity

Lack of legislation to require coordination etc of buses

Money

Political will






